
ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ý  
Hovhannes Toumanian

 1869-1923

²ðºôºÈø-²ðºôØàôîø     

Ø²îºÜ²Þ²ð

EAST-WEST

SERIES

ÜíÇñíáõÙ ¿ ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ 

ÍÝÝ¹Û³Ý 145-³ÙÛ³ÏÇÝ

Dedicated to the 145th Anniversary of

  Hovhannes Toumanian’s Birth 

ºðºô²Ü   2014   YEREVAN



   ä³ïÏ»ñ³½³ñ¹ ³ÉµáÙÁ, Áëï Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³·ñáõÃÛ³Ý, 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝáõÙ ¿ ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ ÏÛ³ÝùÇ 
¨ ·áñÍáõÝ»áõÃÛ³Ý, Ýñ³ ßñç³å³ïÇ ¨ 
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ßñç³ÝÇ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ¹ñí³·Ý»ñÁ: 
ä³ïÏ»ñ³·ñùáõÙ û·ï³·áñÍí³Í »Ý ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ 
å³ïí»ñáí ¶³ñ»·ÇÝ ºñÇóÛ³ÝÇ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³Ï³Í    
»ñÏáõ ¿ùëÉÇµñÇë: 

   The Album represents key episodes of Hovhannes 
Toumanian’s life and activity in a chronological order; 
it describes the epoch and the ambiance he lived in. 
Two exlibrisies ordered by Toumanian to artist Garegin 
Yeristian have been used in the design of the Album.                                                                                                  
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  Ü³Ë³µ³Ý

    ÀÝÃ»ñó³ë»ñ Ñ³ë³ñ³ÏáõÃÛ³ÝÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óíáÕ 
³Ûë Ñ³ïáñÁ ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ »ñ¨³ÝÛ³Ý 
Ã³Ý·³ñ³ÝÇ ·Çï³ßË³ïáÕÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù»ëï ¨ 
ãÝãÇÝ Ýí»ñÝ ¿ Ø»Í Ð³ÛÇÝ` ÍÝÝ¹Û³Ý 145-³ÙÛ³ÏÇ 
Ï³å³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ùµ: âÝ³Û³Í áñ ÇÝùÁ` Ñáµ»ÉÛ³ñÁ, 
ÙÇßï Ñ»·Ý³ùáí ¿ í»ñ³µ»ñí»É Ñáµ»ÉÛ³ÝÝ»ñÇÝ 
¨ ¹ñ³Ýó ßáõñç µ³ñÓñ³óáÕ ³ÕÙáõÏÝ»ñÇÝ: Ø»Ýù 
÷áñÓ»É »Ýù Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñÇ, ÷³ëï³ÃÕÃ»ñÇ, 
í³í»ñ³·ñ»ñÇ, Ñáõß³·ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ 
ÙÇçáóáí í»ñ³Ï»ñï»É ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ 
Ï³ñ×³ï¨, µ³Ûó É»óáõÝ ÏÛ³ÝùÁ` ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý, 
ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý, ³½·³ÛÇÝ, ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý, 
·ñ³Ï³Ý, ÁÝÏ»ñ³Ï³Ý ï»ë³ÝÏÛáõÝÝ»ñÇó: 
´³½Ù³ÃÇí Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñ, í³í»ñ³·ñ»ñ 
¨ ³ÛÉÝ, ïå³·ñíáõÙ »Ý ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù: 
ä³ïÏ»ñ³·ñùÇ Ï³½ÙÙ³Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÇÝ 
³Ýß³Ñ³ËÝ¹ñáñ»Ý ûÅ³Ý¹³Ï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
ËáñÇÝ »ñ³Ëï³·ÇïáõÃÛáõÝ »Ýù Ñ³ÛïÝáõÙ º. 
â³ñ»ÝóÇ ³Ýí³Ý ¶ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ ²ñí»ëïÇ 
Ã³Ý·³ñ³ÝÇÝ, Ø»ëñáå Ø³ßïáóÇ ³Ýí³Ý 
Ø³ï»Ý³¹³ñ³ÝÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²½·³ÛÇÝ 
²ñËÇíÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²½·³ÛÇÝ ¶ñ³¹³ñ³ÝÇÝ, 
Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ×³ñï³ñ³å»ïáõÃÛáõÝÝ 
áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñ³ÙÇÝ:     
    ²Ýßáõßï  Ù»½` µáÉáñÇë Ñ³Û³óÝ»Éáõ ¨  
Ù³ñ¹³óÝ»Éáõ  Ñ³Ù³ñ ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ Ý»ñ¹ñ³Í 
µáÉáñ ç³Ýù»ñÁ ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ã»Õ³í Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»É 
³Ý·³Ù ³Ûë Ñ³ëï³÷áñ ·ñùÇ Ù»ç: ´³Ûó ë³ 
³é³çÇÝ ù³ÛÉÝ ¿, áñÇÝ åÇïÇ Ñ³çáñ¹»Ý Ýáñ»ñÁ 
¨ ³í»ÉÇ Ñ³Ù³ñÓ³ÏÝ»ñÁ: ä³ïÏ»ñ³·ÇñùÁ 
Ã»¨ Ï³½Ùí³Í ¿ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³·ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ, 
³ÛÝáõ³Ù»Ý³ÛÝÇí, áñáß µ³ÅÇÝÝ»ñ Ï³Ù 
»ÝÃ³µ³ÅÇÝÝ»ñ ËÙµ³íáñí³Í »Ý Ã»Ù³ïÇÏ 
³é³ÝÓÝ³Ñ³ïÏáõÃÛ³Ùµ` ßñç³Ýó»Éáí   
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùÁ: ä³ïÏ»ñ³·ÇñùÝ 
áõÝÇ ÑÇÝ· Ñ³í»Éí³Í` §ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ 
³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ·ñ³¹³ñ³ÝÁ¦, §¶»Õ»óÇÏ ¨ 
µ³ó³éÇÏ Çñ»ñÇ ëÇñ³Ñ³ñÁ¦, §Î»ñå³ñí»ëïÇ 
³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³í³ù³ÍáõÇó¦, §ÐáíÑ. 
ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ ³ÛñÇÝ¦,  §ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ 
½³í³ÏÝ»ñÁ¦ Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñã³Ï³Ý ß³ñùÁ: 
ÀÝÃ»ñóáÕÝ»ñÇÝ Ù³ÕÃáõÙ »Ýù Ñ³×»ÉÇ 
Å³Ù³Ýó ¨ Ýáñ³Ýáñ ÷³ëï»ñÇ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõÙ: 
¸ñ³Ýù Ïû·Ý»Ý Ïáïñ»É Ø»Í Ð³ÛÇ Ù³ëÇÝ 
»Õ³Í Ï³ñÍñ³ïÇå»ñÁ: ²½³ïí»Éáí ¹ñ³ÝóÇó` 
Ù»½ÝÇó Ûáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñÁ ³í»ÉÇ ÏÙáï»Ý³ Çñ 
ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ:

  Foreword

   This volume is a humble contribution by the staff 
of Hovhannes Toumanian Museum to the Great 
Armenian on the occasion of his 145th anniversary. 
He, the jubeliar himself always referred to 
anniversaries and related bustle with irony. With 
the help of photographs, documents and memoirs 
we have tried to reconstitute H. Toumanian’s short 
but filled life with its personal, family, national, 
political, literary dimensions. Many of photographs 
and evidences are published for the first time in this 
Album. We express our deep acknowledgement 
to the Y. Charents Art and Literature Museum, 
Mashtots Matenadaran, National Archive of 
Armenia, National Library of Armenia, Research 
on Armenian Architecture Foundation  for their 
valuable help in creating this Album. 

  
  Even in such a thick volume it was indeed 

not possible to entirely represent Toumanian’s 
tremendous efforts in making all of us more 
Armenian and more human. However this is just 
the first step which will be followed by new and 
more daring ones. The Album has chronological 
structure but some of its chapters are compiled by 
themes irrespective how they are dated. The Album 
has five appendixes: ‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s 
Personal Library’, ‘The Lover of Beautiful and 
exclusive Things’, ‘From personal collection of 
paintings’, ‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s widow’ and 
‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s Children’. We wish you 
pleasant reading and interesting discoveries that 
will help overcome many stereotypes about the 
Great Armenian. Once we have got rid of those we 
will get closer to our Toumanian.



ÐàìÐ²ÜÜºê  ÂàôØ²ÜÚ²Ü

HOVHANNES  TOUMANIAN
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ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ Ï³½Ù³Í ïáÑÙ³Í³éÁ
Genealogical tree drawn by H. Toumanian

    §Ø»ñ ïáÑÙÁ Èáéáõ ÑÇÝ ³½Ýí³Ï³Ý ïáÑÙ»ñÇó 
Ù»ÏÝ ¿: Æñ Ù»ç áõÝÇ å³Ñ³Í ß³ï ³í³Ý¹áõÛÃÝ»ñ: 
²Û¹ ³í³Ý¹áõÛÃÝ»ñÇó  »ñ¨áõÙ ¿, áñ  Ý³ »Ïíáñ 
¿, µ³Ûó å³ñ½ ãÇ, Ã» áñï»ÕÇó: Â» »Ïíáñ ¿°É ¿, 
³ÝÑ»ñù»ÉÇ ÑÇß³ï³ÏÝ»ñÁ óáõÛó »Ý ï³ÉÇë, áñ Ý³ 
í³Õáõó ¿ Ñ³ëï³ïí³Í Èáéáõ ¸ë»Õ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ¦:
ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ý

   

‘Our family is one of the old, noble families of Lori. 
We keep many traditions. Our legends suggest that 
we have been incomers but it is not clear from where. 
Even so, undeniable memories tell us that we have 
settled in the village of Dsegh of Lori very long ago.’
Hovhannes Toumanian 
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ÆÝùÝ³Ï»Ýë³·ñ³Ï³Ý ÝáÃ»ñ (å³ï³éÇÏÝ»ñ)
Autobiographical notes (fragments)

¶áñÍù Ñ³ñ³Ýó
Gortsk Harants
(Deeds of our ancestry)

îáÑÙÇ ³Ýí³ÝáõÙÝ»ñÁ
ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ýù
î»ñë³Ýù
êáõÉ»ÛÙ³Ý³Ýù 
Ø»Ññ³å³Ýù 
Úáõ½µ³ßáÝù` Çµñ¨ å³ïí³ÝáõÝ  
Ôáõ½ÕáõÝÇ
Èáõë³íáñãÇ ³½·. ¹áñ³ å³ï×³éÁ Èáõë³íáñãÇ ÝßË³ñÝ 
¿ñ, áñ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ »ñÏ³ñ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï Ýáó³ ï³ÝÁ:

 
The names of the clan

Toumaniank
Tersank
Suleymanank
Mehrapank
Yuzbashonk (as honorary name)
Ghuzghuni
The Illuminator’s Clan as a relic from Illuminator was kept 
in their house for a long time.
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    § ....»ñµ ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ýù, ³Ûëå»ë ³ë³Í ³Ýó³Ý Çñ³Ýó 
÷áùñÇß³ï» µ³ñÓñ ¹ÇñùÇó, Ïïñí»ó³Ý ¨ ³ÙáõëÝ³Ï³Ý 
Ñ³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÝ ¨ ³½Ýí³ïáÑÙ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ Ñ»ï, ¨ 
Ñ³ñëÝ³óáõÝ»ñ ³ÛÝáõÑ»ï¨ ëï³ÝáõÙ ¿ÇÝ ëïáñ, ¨ ÃáÕ ³ë»Ù, 
ß³ï ëïáñ ·»ñ¹³ëï³ÝÝ»ñÇó. ·³×³×áõÑÇÝ»ñÁ ÙÇ³Ý·³Ù³ÛÝ 
÷áË»óÇÝ ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ ï³Ý ³éáõÛ·, ÑëÏ³ ¨ ³ñÇ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á 
·³×³×Ý»ñÇ. áõÅ·Ý³å»ë Ýå³ëï»ó ³Ûë µ³ÝÁ ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ý 
ï³Ý ³ÝÏÙ³ÝÁ Ã»° µ³ñáÛ³å»ë ¨ Ã»° ýÇ½ÇÏ³å»ë...
...³ÛÝ ûñí³ÝÇó, áñ Ñ»é³óñÇÝ, ÁÝÍ³Û»óÇÝ ê³Ý³ÑÝáõ Ã» 
Ð³Õå³ïáõ í³ÝùÇÝ î»ñë³Ýó ëáõñµ ëÛáõÝ Ïáãí³Í ëÛ³Ý Ù»ç 
·ïÝí³Í Ù³ëáõÝùÝ (ÝßË³ñ), ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³íáñãÇ ×ÏáõÛÃÝ, 
³ÛÝ ûñÇó Ñ»ïá î»ñë³Ýó ï³Ý Ù»ç ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Ý ß³ï 
Ãßí³éáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ¦:
ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ý 

§¶áñÍù Ñ³ñ³Ýó¦, (Ñ³ïí³Í Ñá¹í³ÍÇó)

     ‘….when the Toumanians were deprived of their somewhat 
high status, their marriage relations with the noble society also 
dwindled, and they had to marry women from low, let me say, 
very low families. Dwarfish women totally changed the robust 
and giant genus of the Toumanians into pigmies. This resulted in 
the fall of the house of Toumanians both morally and physically…
…the day when the relic – the little finger of Grigor the 
Illuminator – that was kept in the pillar called Tersants Sacred 
Column was bestowed to the  Sanahin or Haghpat monastery, that 
day on many misfortunes happened to the house of Tersants.’   
H. Toumanian 
‘Gortsk harants’, (excerpt from the article)

    §â·Çï»Ù, Ï³ñ ³ñ¹Ûáù áñ¨¿ å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃÛáõÝ 
 ¨³Ý ñ»ïÇ·ã ñá ,Ù³·Ï ½³ñ¶ :¦ç»Ù ”Çñ»ÝóÛõáñ½ ÝÇÐ§ ¹Û³

 ”íÇÝ½³ ñá ,ï³ïë³Ñ Ù»ïÇ· óÛ³´ :ÁÝ³ÛÝ³ÙõáÂ `ÁùÝÇ
ÉÇÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ²Ù»Ý³ÛÝ Ñ³Ûáó µ³Ý³ëï»ÕÍ úÑ³Ý»ë 
ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÁ áã ÙÇ Ï³ñÇù ãáõÝ»ñ Ø³ÙÇÏáÝÛ³ÝÝ»ñÇó Ï³Ù 
ÝáõÛÝÇëÏ Ü³µáõ·á¹áÝáëáñ ³ñù³ÛÇó ë»ñí»Éáõ:Ü³ ÇÝùÁ 
³½ÝÇí ¿ñ áïÇó ·ÉáõË, ³½ÝÇí ¿ñ ³ÛÝ ÇëÏ³Ï³Ý, ÉÇ³ÏßÇé 
³½ÝíáõÃÛáõÝáí, áñÁ ï³ÉÇë ¿ Ù³ñ¹áõÝ Ýáõñµ áõ í»Ñ Ñá·ÇÝ, 
µ³ñÓñ ÙÇïùÁ, É³ÛÝ ëÇñïÁ áõ Ù»Í ·áñÍÁ¦:
ÐáíÑ. ø³ç³½ÝáõÝáõ Ñáõß»ñÇó

   ‘I do not know if there is any historical truth in those  ‘Old 
Stories’. I bet Toumanian himself did not know. But I know for sure 
that to be ‘noble’ the Poet of All Armenians Ohannes Toumanian 
did not need to be descending from the Mamikonians or even 
from king Nabugodonosor.  He himself was noble from head to 
toe; he was noble with the kind of nobility that comes from one’s 
tremendous and gentle soul, broad mind, big heart and great deeds.’
H. Kajaznuni, memoirs

Ø³ÙÇÏáÝÛ³ÝÝ»ñÇ ïáÑÙ³Ýß³ÝÁ 
´³ñÓñ³ù³ß ê.¶ñÇ·áñ í³ÝùÇ å³ïÇÝ
The Mamikonians’ coat of arms on the wall of the 

Bardzrakash St. Gregory monastery

ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë ø³ç³½ÝáõÝÇ (Æ·ÇÃË³ÝÛ³Ý, 
î»ñ-ÐáíÑ³ÝÝÇëÛ³Ý)
·ñ³Ï³Ý³·»ï, ×³ñï³ñ³å»ï,
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³é³çÇÝ Ñ³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃÛ³Ý 
³é³çÇÝ í³ñã³å»ï
1868-1938
Hovhannes Kajaznuni 
(Igitkhanian, Ter-Hovhannisian)
literary critic, architect,
the first prime minister of Armenia
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    §úÑ³ÝÝ»ëÇ Ý³Ë³Ñ³Ûñ å³åÁ Èáéí³ Óáñ»ñÇ ¨ ³Ýï³éÝ»ñÇ 
Ý³Ñ³å»ï ù³ç Ðáí³ÏÇÙÝ ¿` Ø»Ññ³µÛ³Ý-ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³Ý Ðáí³ÏÇÙÁ, 
áñÇ Ù³ëÇÝ ÑáÙ»ñ³Ï³Ý á×áí ·ñáõÙ ¿ Ê. ²µáíÛ³ÝÁ¦:
²í»ïÇù Æë³Ñ³ÏÛ³ÝÇ Ñáõß»ñÇó

   ‘Ohannes’s ancestor was brave Hovakim, Mehrabian-Toumanian 
Hovakim, the patriarch of gorges and forests about whom Kh. Abovian 
has written in an epic style.’
Avetik Isahakian, memoirs

Ê. ²µáíÛ³ÝÇ §ì»ñù Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ¦
í»åÇ ³é³çÇÝ Ññ³ï³ñ³ÏáõÃÛáõÝ,
1858
Kh. Abovian, the first publication 
of the novel ‘The Wounds of Armenia’, 

1858

Ê³ã³ïáõñ ²µáíÛ³Ý

 ·ñáÕ, Ù³ÝÏ³í³ñÅ, Ñ³ë³ñ³Ï³Ï³Ý ·áñÍÇã,

 ³ñ¨»É³Ñ³Û ³ßË³ñÑ³µ³ñ ·ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³¹Çñ 

1809-1848 

Khachatour Abovian 

famous writer, educator, public figure, 

founder of East Armenian modern literature



ÐàìÐ²ÜÜºê  ÂàôØ²ÜÚ²Ü

10

ÂÇýÉÇëÇ ³½Ýí³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ ¹³ë³ÛÇÝ ÙÇáõÃÛ³Ý íÏ³Û³·ÇñÁ` ÜáñÇÝ 
Ï³Ûë»ñ³Ï³Ý Ù»ÍáõÃÛ³Ý Ññ³Ù³Ý³·ñáí` ²ëÉ³Ý ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ 

³½Ýí³Ï³ÝÇ ïÇïÕáë ßÝáñÑ»Éáõ Ù³ëÇÝ` Ç í³ëï³Ï Ýñ³ Ñáñ` 

ÐáíÑ. ÂáõÙ³ÝÛ³ÝÇ Í³é³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ
The credentials of the association of noblemen of Tiflis certifying that 

according to His Royal Majesty’s decree Aslan Toumanian is granted the title 
of a nobleman for merits of his father H. Toumanian 

    ìÏ³Û³·ñ»ñ` ïñí³Í ¹ë»ÕóÇ Ðáí³ÏÇÙ ÂáõÙ³ÝáíÇÝ` Ø»Ññ³µ Úáõ½µ³ßáõ áñ¹áõÝ, Ô³ñ³ùÇÉÇë³ÛÇ 
×³Ý³å³ñÑÇ ´áñã³ÉáõÇ Ñ³ïí³ÍáõÙ å³ñ»Ï³ÛÇÝ Í³é³ÛáõÃÛáõÝ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ Ù³ëÇÝ (1811, 1836)

    Certificates given to Hovakim Toumanian from Dsegh, son of Mehrab Yuzbashi, for patrolling the 
Borchalu section of Gharakilisa road (1811, 1836)


