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The Album represents key episodes of Hovhannes
Toumanian’s life and activity in a chronological order;
it describes the epoch and the ambiance he lived in.
Two exlibrisies ordered by Toumanian to artist Garegin
Yeristian have been used in the design of the Album.
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Foreword

This volume is a humble contribution by the staff
of Hovhannes Toumanian Museum to the Great
Armenian on the occasion of his 145th anniversary.
He, the jubeliar himself always referred to
anniversaries and related bustle with irony. With
the help of photographs, documents and memoirs
we have tried to reconstitute H. Toumanian’s short
but filled life with its personal, family, national,
political, literary dimensions. Many of photographs
and evidences are published for the first time in this
Album. We express our deep acknowledgement
to the Y. Charents Art and Literature Museum,
Mashtots Matenadaran, National Archive of
Armenia, National Library of Armenia, Research
on Armenian Architecture Foundation for their
valuable help in creating this Album.

Even in such a thick volume it was indeed
not possible to entirely represent Toumanian’s
tremendous efforts in making all of us more
Armenian and more human. However this is just
the first step which will be followed by new and
more daring ones. The Album has chronological
structure but some of its chapters are compiled by
themes irrespective how they are dated. The Album
has five appendixes: ‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s
Personal Library’, ‘The Lover of Beautiful and
exclusive Things’, ‘From personal collection of
paintings’, ‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s widow’ and
‘Hovhannes Toumanian’s Children’. We wish you
pleasant reading and interesting discoveries that
will help overcome many stereotypes about the
Great Armenian. Once we have got rid of those we
will get closer to our Toumanian.
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«Ubp mnfidp Lonne BpG wqliulpmli imnfidbphg  “Our family is one of the old, noble families of Lori.
dEGL E: Pp e nilih wwAwd puin wfmligng plibp:  We keep many traditions. Our legends suggest that
Uyn wijwlinnyplibphg bplnod' E, np lGw Bljfnp we have been incomers but it is not clear from where.
E, puyg wupg sh, pb npubypg: Ph Blnp E] F, Even so, undeniable memories tell us that we have
wlifibppbifp Gfpwmwllibpp gniyg 56 g pu, np bw settled in the village of Dsegh of Lori very long ago.”’
ywngnrg b Awumnuwmnymd Lonm “Puby gynignid’»: Hovhannes Toumanian
Znhwblibu Foodwljub

Znyh. Boidwljumbh juqluwéd wnfidwéwnp
Genealogical tree drawn by H. Toumanian



HOVHANNES TOUMANIAN

Snfidh wljuwlndGbpp
Fnufwlywlp
Shpuwlip
Uny bydwlwlp

8niqpwynlp’ ppph yuwnwlinG
Lnignniip

Loruwynpsh mqq. pnpu wywwbwnp Locuwynpsh G jowpl
Ep, np qubiynud’ Ep bplup dwdwlwl) Gngw wnwbp:

The names of the clan
Toumaniank
Tersank
Suleymanank
Mehrapank
Yuzbashonk (as honorary name)
Ghuzghuni
The Iluminator’s Clan as a relic from [lluminator was kept
in their house for a long time.

Gnpop Awpulig
Gortsk Harants
(Deeds of our ancestry)

hlpGwlbGuwgpulwl Gnpbp (wuwnwnhllbp)
Autobiographical notes (fragments)
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Uwd hynGjuwGGbph wnfdwbywbip

Pupdpuwpuy U.%phgnp Juliph quwnhb

The Mamikonians’ coat of arms on the wall of the
Bardzrakash St. Gregory monastery

Znjfwmblbu RPuymqlinbh (Pqhpowljumd,
Shp- 2R puyuli)

gpuljulwgbwn, Gwpnwpuybun,

wnuhl Jupsuwuybun

1868-1938

Hovhannes Kajaznuni

(Igitkhanian, Ter-Hovhannisian)

literary critic, architect,

the first prime minister of Armenia

« ...ipp Pocdwlymlp, wyuybu wuwd wligmli fpulig
thnppfiowink pupdp phpphg, Gnpdbgul b wdneoliouli
Auwpupbpn pyni (hbpl L wqliyuinnfd Auduyliph Ak, L
ﬁwpuﬁwgzuﬁbp HIJEHLHbm[l HUIIIIEI]LL/. l_/lﬁ I,IIIIH[?, IIP-HI] Lllubl[;
punn winnp ghppumunubhbphg. qubwlnibhlibpp puliqudugl
quBwblbpp. nidqlimybu ywunkg wyu pulip Pocdo byl
ayli opfumlihg, np Abnwgnphli, pliduybghli Unlimfline pb
qulivud dwuni ipli (G fowp), Fphgnp Lniuwfnpsp Gl pl,
poyunnipnlilibpy.

Znf. Brnudwljmb
«%npép Aupulig», (Auwnuséd Ainnuéhg)

‘....when the Toumanians were deprived of their somewhat
high status, their marriage relations with the noble society also
dwindled, and they had to marry women from low; let me say,
very low families. Dwartish women totally changed the robust
and giant genus of the Toumanians into pigmies. This resulted in
the fall of the house of Toumanians both morally and physically...
...the day when the relic — the little finger of Grigor the
Illuminator — that was kept in the pillar called Tersants Sacred
Column was bestowed to the Sanahin or Haghpat monastery, that
day on many misfortunes happened to the house of Tersants.’

H. Toumanian
‘Gortsk harants’, (excerpt from the article)
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«LQgpumbd, fup wpnnp npld wuindwljwli B;dwpnnpyncli
wyn «Shli gpnyglibph Jhp».: Fpwg hgund, np sqghnbp Gwl
flipp " Pocdwlymlip: Puyg g funkd fuumnwn, np wqlifn/
Jlibne Budwp Udbluy f Auyng pulimuinkns Ohwlibu
Poudwlymlip ng Jp huphp snclibp UndhlnlpuGhbphg hud
wqliff bp nnpg g fo, wglipyf bp wyli pufulwli, jpulppin
wqliynipyniling, npp g pu b dwpgnili Gnipp n bR Ang pl,
pupdn dhnpp, juygli uppinp ne Jb6 gnpdpy:

Lnl{ﬁ. ‘P-ulzulqﬁnLﬁnL ﬁanbpl‘lg

‘I do not know if there is any historical truth in those ‘Old
Stories’. I bet Toumanian himself did not know. But [ know for sure
that to be ‘noble’ the Poet of All Armenians Ohannes Toumanian
did not need to be descending from the Mamikonians or even
from king Nabugodonosor. He himself wasioble from head to
toe; he was noble with the kind of nobility that comes from one’s

tremendous and gentle soul, broad mind, big heart and great deeds.”’
H. Kajaznuni, memoirs



HOVHANNES TOUMANIAN

Pwswwnnip Upnyjub

gpn1p, YwiljwJupd, Awumpuljulul ¢gnpoh;s,
wpbbjwhwy wypwphwpup gpuljwlinipjub ApdGwghp
1809-1848

Khachatour Abovian

famous writer, educator, public figure,

founder of East Armenian modern literature
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HeSivaliglip J“'{E:;;:f:: ”]._,y_'u [~ Boroprgnant ]illgjglgll uln_ulzllﬁ Hpmmmpml{an DLG,
:Tu Kh. Abovian, the first publication

of the novel ‘The Wounds of Armenia’,
1858

«ORwllbup bwpwbuyn wuyp Longw dopbph b wlmanGbph
Lwhwybn pup Snyulfnd( F Ubfpupyuli-Fnodw byl Zngululp,
nph dwupli Andbpwlwli nfing gponud’ E . Upndjuliny:

Uybwnpp Puwbwljjubh Anpbphg

‘Ohannes’s ancestor was brave Hovakim, Mehrabian- Toumanian
Hovakim, the patriarch of gorges and forests about whom Kh. Abovian
has written in an epic style.’

Avetik Isahakian, memoirs
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‘lllw‘]wqpbp‘ npjud nubngh anlmll]nf f"‘nul'mﬁnl“lﬁ‘ Ubﬁpwp 3m_qpu12m_ npyn(i, 'lmpwplllllqull
fwlwwywphh Popswnih Awnjuwénid wupblwyhl swnwynipynil juwnwpbne fwupb (1811, 1836)

Certificates given to Hovakim Toumanian from Dsegh, son of Mehrab Yuzbashi, for patrolling the
Borchalu section of Gharakilisa road (1811, 1836)
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Znyh. Poufwlyjubih swnwynmpymGlibpp
The credentials of the association of noblemen of Tiflis certifying that e g
according to His Royal Majesty’s decree Aslan Toumanian is granted the title gt
of a nobleman for merits of his father H. Toumanian
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